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PARENTS and young
people across the city are
being reminded about

internet safety as they enjoy
festive presents like new lap
tops, PCs, mobile phones and
games consoles.

It comes amid recent surveys
suggesting some young people go on to
meet strangers face-to-face after first
encountering them online, in forums
and on social networks.

Jonathan Moss, the E-Safety
Champion for the city’s Safeguarding
Children Board, said: “We can all
imagine the possible problems that
these young people could encounter
and we have all read terrible media
reports of young people getting into
difficulties through the unsafe use of
the internet.

“The internet is a wonderful thing.
It allows us to connect, share and
search. All the different types of
technologies these days have the ability
to connect to the internet through
wired, wireless and 3G, allowing
fabulous social networking, online
gaming, apps and email to be in the
hands of children and young people.

“But this also means that children
can have access to the internet without
control from parents and carers, and
when it is in their hands it is difficult
to know exactly what they are looking
at or doing.

As safe as possible

“So what can we do as parents to
make sure that our children are as safe
as possible? 

“The first step is to understand what
the technology can do and what the
risks are.”

So parents are being urged to:
● Be as aware as possible of what

their children are doing online.
● Talk to their children about

E-safety to find out what they
have learned about it at school so
they are more E-safe themselves.

● Remember that mobile phones
can also be used for bullying and
the sending and receiving of
inappropriate messages.

● Check which games their
children are playing online. Are
they playing adult only games
with a PEGI rating of 18?

● Remember that some online
games involve team play, which
means an adult from anywhere
in the world could be involved.
Jonathan added: “The internet is a

fabulous technology that has
transformed our lives but there are also
risks. So make sure that your children
are as safe as possible and have a
happy E-safe new year.”

For more information about 
online risks and how to safely 
use the internet, go to:
thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
ceop.police.uk/safety-centre
parents.vodafone.com or
safeguardingchildren.stoke.gov.uk

UPDATE ON THE CITY’S COMMITMENT TO SAFEGUARD CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

PRIVATE foster carers in Stoke-on-Trent
are being urged to come forward as the
Children and Young People’s
department at the council continues to
update its records on childcare
arrangements in the city.

They differ from the traditional
fostering arrangements most people
are aware of because private carers do
not have to apply to the local authority
or go through assessments and training
before approval.

A change in the law places a duty on
the local authority to check the welfare
of privately fostered children and young
people to ensure they are being
safeguarded.

It covers private arrangements, which
last for 28 days or more for children
under 16 or under 18 if they have a
disability, and where the carer is
someone other than a parent or close
relative. Carers may be members of the
extended family like a cousin or great
aunt, friends of the family, or someone
the child does not know.

It includes children sent from abroad
to stay with family members, teenagers
who may be living with the family of a
friend, boyfriend or girlfriend and
people living with a host family while
studying.

Birth parents need to tell the local
authority of any private fostering
arrangements they have agreed
preferably before they start. However, in
an emergency, they should tell the local
authority within 48 hours of the
arrangements starting and when 
they end.

They keep their parental
responsibility but they must give the
carer information about their child
including any special health needs, diet,
school, religion, and cultural ethnicity
needs. They also have to ensure the
place where their child is going to stay
is safe and appropriate.

The local authority has to decide the
suitability of private fostering
arrangements and carry out checks as
well as make regular visits to see the
child and also to give advice to the
private foster carers.

Carole Preston, the city’s
Safeguarding Children Board Manager,
said:“This is not about people being in
trouble but simply us making sure that
children and young people are safe and
well cared for and that their needs are
being met.

“We can’t possibly know how many
children and young people are being
cared for by private foster carers unless
someone tells us so we’d urge them to
get in touch.

“They may not be aware they could
perhaps claim tax credits and Child
Benefit and other practical support so
we can also steer them in the right
direction with those sorts of things.”
To report an arrangement or get more
information call the Children’s Services
Duty Team on 01782 235100 or go to
www.safeguardingchildren.stoke.gov.uk

Law change for
people looking
after someone
else’s child

Parents
and young

people are being
given practical advice
on staying safe while
surfing the net and

using social
networks.

The internet is 
a fabulous
technology that
has transformed
our lives but there
are also risks. 
So make sure that
your children are
as safe as possible
and have a happy
E-safe new year.
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